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1. Welcome and introduction  

The ad hoc Group (hereafter ‘the Group’) was convened by the Director General following the request of the 
Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission (the Code Commission) to start the revision of Chapter 7.6. ‘Killing 
of animals for disease control purposes’. 

The Group met in person but two members participated via video conference between the 5 and 7 June 2023. The 
Agenda of the meeting, the list of participants and the Terms of Reference are presented in Annex 1, 2 and 3 
respectively. 

2. Update on the February 2023 Code Commission meeting and the 90th WOAH General Session 

The Secretariat informed the Code Commission only discussed the draft Chapter 7.5. circulated for comment in 
February 2022.  

3. Confirmation of the Agenda and the Terms of References (ToR) 

The draft agenda of the meeting was adopted without modifications. 

The Group reviewed the Terms of Reference and considered that they covered all the points that needed to be 
addressed, particularly the importance of including animal-based measures that were scientifically justified and 
could feasibly be put into practice during the killing of animals in emergency situations. 

4. Review of the draft Chapter 7.6. ‘Killing of animals for disease control purposes’. 

During the discussions , the Group agreed with the need to refine the scope of Chapter 7.6. to include killing of 
animals in circumstances other than disasters. Consequently, the Group agreed to propose a revised name for the 
chapter: ‘Animal welfare at the time of killing’. 

The Group proposed to develop the recommendations of this chapter using the structure of the draft Chapter 7.5. 
‘Slaughter of animal’ (formely called, ‘Animal Welfare during slaughter’). The recommendations include measures 
to assess the welfare of the animals, such as ‘animal-based measures’. 

The Group also agreed to develop the recommendations for the different killing methods using the following 
structure: 

1. Description of the method. 

2. Animal welfare concerns 

3. Identification of animal-based and other measures 

4. Factors to chose (advantages and disadvantages) 

5. Species in which this method can be used 

6. Recommendations or requirements for effective use  

During the review of the chapter, the Group agreed to add recommendations on methods not currently mentioned 
in the chapter and for which there are no clear recommendations for use, such as for the use of foam and ventilation 
shutdown. 

The Group did not make significant modifications to the first part of the Chapter, i.e.the guiding principles, 
organisational structure, responsibilities and considerations in planning the killing of animals, as it considered that 
the text was still fit for purpose. 

The Group proposed not to use the customary ‘double underline and strikeout’ convention due to the many changes 
proposed to the existing chapter . Draft a report of the ad hoc Group meeting. 

The Group agreed to complete their meeting report by end of July 2023. 
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5. Next steps 

The Secretariat informed the group of the process for finalising the report and that upon validation from the WOAH 
Director General, the report and its Annexes would be presented to the Code Commission for consideration at its 
September 2023 meeting. 

The Code Commission will decide whether the proposed chapter should be circulated for Member comments or if 
it needs to be further revised by the ad hoc Group, during a new in-person meeting, before it is circulated. 

Taking this into consideration, a second Group meeting has been provisionally scheduled for November 2023. 

6. Other business 

No other new issues were proposed for discussion. 

____________ 

…/Annexes   
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Annex 1. Adopted Agenda 

MEETING OF WOAH AD HOC GROUP ON THE REVISION OF  
CHAPTER 7.6. ‘KILLING OF ANIMALS FOR DISEASE CONTROL PURPOSES’ 

5 to 7 June 2023 

________ 

1. Welcome.  

2. Adoption of the Agenda. 

3. Update from the February 2023 Code Commission meeting and the 90th WOAH General Session. 

4. Discussion of the revised draft Chapter 7.6. ‘Killing of animals for disease control purposes’. 

5. Next steps and any other businesses. 

6. The review and finalisation of the report of the meeting 
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Annex 2. List of Participants 

MEETING OF WOAH AD HOC GROUP ON THE REVISION OF  
CHAPTER 7.6. ‘KILLING OF ANIMAL FOR DISEASE CONTROL PURPOSES’ 

5 to 7 June 2023 

________ 

MEMBERS OF THE AD HOC GROUP   

Dr Antonio Velarde (Chair) 
Head of Animal Welfare Program 
Institut de Recerca i Tecnologia 
Agroalimentàries (IRTA) 
Barcelona 
SPAIN 

Dr Marien Gerritzen (Remotely 
via Zoom) 
Senior Scientist 
Wageningen University & 
Research 
Wageningen 
THE NETHERLANDS 

Dra. Marcia del Campo Gigena 
Investigador Principal 
Instituto Nacional de 
Investigación Agropecuaria 
Tacuarembó  
URUGUAY 
 

Dr Cia L. Johnson 
Director Animal Welfare Division Public 
Policy SBU 
American Veterinary Medical 
Association 
Illinois 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Dr Craig Brian Johnson 
(Remotely via Zoom) 
Professor of Veterinary 
Neurophysiology 
Institute of Veterinary, Animal and 
Biomedical Sciences 
Palmerston North 
NEW ZEALAND 

Dr Awis Qurni Sazili 
Professor/Deputy Director 
Institute of Tropical Agriculture 
and Food Security 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
Selangor 
MALAYSIA 
 

   

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE TERRESTRIAL ANIMAL HEALTH STANDARDS COMMISSION 

Dr Bernardo Todeschini 
Agricultural Attaché 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and 
Food Supply of Brazil 
Mission of Brazil to the European Union 
BELGIUM 

  

WOAH HEADQUARTERS    

Dr Leopoldo Stuardo 
Scientific Coordinator-Animal Welfare 
Standards Department 
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Annex 3. Terms of Reference 

MEETING OF WOAH AD HOC GROUP ON THE REVISION OF  
CHAPTER 7.6. ‘KILLING OF ANIMAL FOR DISEASE CONTROL PURPOSES’ 

5 to 7 June 2023 

________ 

Purpose 

For the ad hoc Group to revise Chapter 7.6. ‘Killing of animals for disease control purposes‘ and to 
amend the text as appropriate. 

Actions to deliver 

Ad hoc Group members to: 

− Review all working documents; 
− Attend the whole meeting on agreed dates; 
− Review the chapter and the related definitions and provide a rationale for the decisions made. 

Considerations 

− Consider scientific evidence relevant to the content of the chapter (scientific references must 
be provided and included in the draft text); 

− Be familiar with the structure of the Terrestrial Code and the use of glossary definitions. 

Expectations 

Ad hoc Group members should: 

− Contribute to discussions 
− Contribute to drafting text 
− Provide rationale to support their decision 

Deliverables 

1) an amended draft chapter. 
2) A report 

Report 

The ad hoc Group will finalise its report and revised draft chapter by 31 July 2023 for the Commission’s 
consideration at its September 2023 meeting. 

 

 

 

 

____________________________ 



 

 

©  W o r l d  O r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  A n i m a l  H e a l t h  ( W O A H ) ,  2 0 2 3  

This  document  has been prepared by spec ia l is ts  convened by the Wor ld  Organisat ion for  Animal  
Heal th  (WOAH).  Pending adopt ion by the Wor ld  Assembly  of  Delegates,  the v iews expressed here in  
can on ly be construed as those of  these spec ia l is ts .  

A l l  WOAH publ icat ions are protected by internat ional  copyr ight  law.  Ext racts  may be copied,  
reproduced,  t rans lated,  adapted or  publ ished in journals,  documents,  books,  e lect ron ic  media and 
any other  medium dest ined for  the publ ic ,  for  in format ion,  educat ional  or  commerc ia l  purposes,  
prov ided pr ior  wr i t ten permiss ion has been granted by the WOAH.  

The des ignat ions and denominat ions employed and the presentat ion of  the mater ia l  in  th is  
publ icat ion do not  imply  the express ion of  any op in ion whatsoever  on the par t  o f  the WOAH 
concern ing the legal  s tatus of  any count ry,  ter r i tory ,  c i ty  or  area or  of  i ts  author i t ies ,  or  concern ing 
the de l imi tat ion of  i ts  f ront iers and boundar ies .  

The v iews expressed in  s igned ar t ic les  are so le ly  the respons ib i l i t y  o f  the authors.  The ment ion of  
spec i f ic  companies or  products of  manufacturers ,  whether  or  not  these have been patented,  does  
not  imply  that  these have been endorsed or  recommended by the WOAH in  preference to others of  
a  s imi lar  nature that  are not  ment ioned.  
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